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Agriculture &
Agri-food
Sector Profile for
Annapolis Valley

COVID-19 Note
This sector profile was developed in 2021, amidst the COVID-19 global pandemic. In some
cases, data presented in this sector profile focuses on 2019, rather than 2020, since 2020 has
been anything but typical and does not provide an accurate portrayal of the sector for trending
and outlook purposes.
COVID-19 has impacted the agriculture and agri-food sector in terms of initial shutdowns to
curb the spread of the virus and navigate public health protocols and personal protective
equipment requirements.
Every major crisis, such as the COVID-19 pandemic brings opportunities to rethink our systems
and make them more resilient to future shocks. Rural economies have provided essential
goods and services - including food and manufactured goods - to households, hospitals and
health centres during confinement periods. Rural areas have also served as a temporary but
safer location for urban dwellers in some countries. Taking a longer perspective, the pandemic
can change consumption and production patterns, opening new opportunities for sustainable
growth in rural regions. Revisiting the globalization of production chains could also open new
opportunities in some rural areas, strengthening buy local movements.
*Cover image and other images throughout provided by Valley Regional Enterprise Network, unless cited otherwise.

The Valley Regional Enterprise Network (Valley REN), incorporated in March 2014, is the regional economic
development organization for the Annapolis Valley Region. They carry out the economic development
priorities of their members, which include Glooscap First Nation, the Municipality of the County of Kings,
West Hants Regional Municipality, and the Towns of Berwick, Kentville, and Middleton. Funding for the
Valley REN is provided by its members and is matched by the Province of Nova Scotia to support economic
development on a regional level.
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KEY AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD SUB-SECTORS AND INDUSTRY GROUPS
Sub-sector
(3 digit
NAICS
code)
Industry
Group
(4 digit
NAICS)
LQ

Food manufacturing (311)

Crop production
(111)

Bev &
tob
(312)

Support
activities for
agriculture &
forestry (115)

Food &
bev.
stores
(445)

Food, bev.
& tob
wholesalers (413)

Food
services &
drinking
places (722)

3118

3114

3116

3119

3111

1110*

1114

3121

115A**

4451

4131

7223

2.74

2.18

1.6

1.58

1.2

2.61

1.4

1.99

1.84

1.49

1.43

1.07

VALUE OF AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD (2019)
GDP
EMPLOYMENT
Provincial GDP Overall:
$37.8 Billion
Agriculture & Agri-food Overall:
2.9 Billion (7.7%)*
*Estimate, see report for details

Key areas :

Other areas :

$2.2 Billion (77% of
Provincial Tourism GDP)

$653 Million (23% of
Provincial Tourism GDP)

KEY ASSETS
Agricultural Bounty
U-Picks & Farmer’s Markets
Food manufacturing
Vineyards & beverage manufacturing

Key Crops/Livestock
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Innovation and Investments
Programs and investments
R&D to improve or develop
products, increase
productivity, and support
commercialization of
products.

AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD SECTOR PROFILE FOR ANNAPOLIS VALLEY
Sector Overview
The Annapolis Valley, known as Nova Scotia’s breadbasket, is
the province’s most significant agricultural region. There is a
long history of agriculture in the region. Many of the original
dyke systems built by the Acadians during the 1700s remain
intact to this day. The microclimate of the Annapolis Valley
region gives rise to warmer summers than other areas of Nova
Scotia, resulting in excellent growing conditions for crops, such
as corn, apples, and grapes.
Value-added production and spin-off businesses supporting
agriculture are significant contributors to the regional
agriculture industry. Provincially, agriculture contributes $2.9
Billion to GDP. $2.2 Billion of that results from specific
subsectors of agriculture that dominate the Annapolis Valley
agriculture industry.
As the agricultural hub of Nova Scotia, industry supports are
robust in the Annapolis Valley. Product development, funding,
and research supports are widely available and accessible to
businesses and investors through private and public
institutions, including our post-secondary solid assets, Acadia
University, and three Nova Scotia Community College
campuses.
The Annapolis Valley has an experienced agriculture sector
and a unique micro-climate, terroir and quality local craft food
and drink culture that rivals other parts of the world.
Agriculture in the Annapolis Valley has a bright future. With
food security becoming an ever-increasing issue, the Annapolis
Valley is an essential food source provincially, nationally, and
internationally. Opportunities for the development of
innovations in agri-technology abound here. The Annapolis
Valley can serve as a perfect environment for the testing and
validation of new agri-technologies, including precision
agriculture, drones, decision-support technologies, sensors,
and weather forecasting.
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Sector Description
The agriculture and agri-food sector includes the following sub-sectors or select industry groups within those subsectors:
 Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting (NAICS 11)
 Manufacturing (NAICS 31-33)
 Wholesale (NAICS 41)
 Retail trade (NAICS 44-45),
 Accommodations and food services (NAICS 72)1

This sector includes a wide variety of sub-sectors (three-digit NAICS code) divided by the type of products they
produce; the sub-sectors are further divided into industry groups (four-digit NAICS code) and industries (five-digit
NAICS code).1 Note that in the figure below, the entire sub-sector may not be included in the agriculture and agrifood sector; in such instances, the industry groups included in the agriculture and agri-food sector are explicitly
specified.

Agriculture

Agri-food

(NAICS 11)

(NAICS 31-33, 41, 44-45, & 72)

Crop production (111)

Animal production and
aquaculture (112)

Manufacturing (31-33)
•Food manufacturing (311)
•Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing (312)
•Pesticide, fertilizer and other agricultural chemical
manufacturing (3253)
Wholesale trade (41)

Support activities for crop
production (1151)

Support activities for animal
production (1152)

•Farm product merchant wholesalers (411)
•Food, beverage and tobacco merchant wholesalers
(413)
•Farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment
merchant wholesaler (4171)
•Agricultural supplies merchant wholesalers (4183)
Retail trade (44-45)
•Food and beverage stores (445)
•Vending machine operators (4542)
Food services and drinking places (722)

1

https://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=307532
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Economic Value of the Sector to the Region
In Annapolis Valley, the agriculture
and agri-food sector is dominated
by specific areas of food
manufacturing (NAICS 311) , farms
(NAICS 1110) 2, and support
activities for farms (NAICS 115) 3.
Other key industries include other
agriculture production such as
greenhouses (NAICS 1114) and
vendors who sell agriculture
products, including grocery stores
(NAICS 4451) , food merchant
wholesalers (NAICS 4131) , and
specialty food services (NAICS
7223) .

LOCATION QUOTIENT, AGRICULTURE AND AGRIFOOD (2019)
3118 BAKERIES AND TORTILLA…

2.74

1110 FARMS (EXCEPT GREENHOUSES AND…

2.61

3114 FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PRESERVING…

2.18

3121 BEVERAGE MANUFACTURING

1.99

1150 SUPPORT ACTIVITIES FOR FARMS…

1.84

3116 MEAT PRODUCT MANUFACTURING

1.6

3119 OTHER FOOD MANUFACTURING

1.58

4451 GROCERY STORES

1.49

4131 FOOD MERCHANT WHOLESALERS

1.43

1114 GREENHOUSE, NURSERY AND…

1.4

3111 ANIMAL FOOD MANUFACTURING

1.2

7223 SPECIAL FOOD SERVICES

1.07

4452 SPECIALTY FOOD STORES

0.91

7225 FULL-SERVICE RESTAURANTS AND…

0.85

The strength of these industry
4453 BEER, WINE AND LIQUOR STORES
0.83
groups can be attributed to a
7224 DRINKING PLACES (ALCOHOLIC…
0.68
combination of farms, farmers'
4132 BEVERAGE MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
0.28
markets, and other businesses tied
to agriculture that dominate the
region. Several industry groups within the agriculture and agri-food sector have higher than average
concentrations in the Annapolis Valley region (LQ≥1); these include the industry groups highlighted below.

Crop production
(111)

Bev &
tob
(312)

Support
activities for
agriculture &
forestry (115)

Food &
bev.
stores
(445)

Food,
bev. &
tob
wholesalers
(413)

Food
services &
drinking
places
(722)

Sub-sector
(3 digit
NAICS
code)

Food manufacturing (311)

Industry
Group
(4 digit
NAICS
code)

3118

3114

3116

3119

3111

1110*

1114

3121

115A**

4451

4131

7223

LQ

2.74

2.18

1.6

1.58

1.2

2.61

1.4

1.99

1.84

1.49

1.43

1.07

Note: Sub-sector and industry group names have been condensed for length where necessary.
*1110 Farms (except greenhouses and aquaculture), 1111 to 1113, 1119 to 1124, and 1129
*115A Support activities for farms 1151and 1152

2
3

1110 Farms (except greenhouses and aquaculture), 1111 to 1113, 1119 to 1124, and 1129
1150 Support activities for farms 1151and 1152

Page 5

AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD SECTOR PROFILE FOR ANNAPOLIS VALLEY
Provincially, agriculture and agri-food account for approximately 7.7% of the GDP (7.7% - 7.9% annually, 20152019).4 Provincial GDP of specific subsectors that dominant the Annapolis Valley region (LQ≥1) represent over
three-quarters of the Province’s GDP from agriculture and agri-food – $2.2 billion of the $2.9 billion in 2019. 5

Provincial GDP from Key Agriculture and Agri-food Industry Groups
Crop and animal production [11A]*

11.8%
22.6%

1.0%

Support activities for crop and animal production
[115A]**
Food manufacturing [311]
16.8%

7.4%

22.9%

17.6%

Food, beverage and tobacco merchant wholesalers
[413]***
Food and beverage stores [445]
Food services and drinking places [722]
Other agriculture and agri-foods

Aggregate category includes 111 and 112
**Aggregate category includes 1151 and 1152
*** Includes food merchant wholesalers [4131]
and other industry groups

Employment and Workforce Characteristics
Agriculture
Provincially, agriculture accounts for approximately 1% of all employment, with a slightly higher proportion in the
Annapolis Valley, where agriculture accounted for 3-5% of all employees over the past five years (employment
numbers in 2019 - Nova Scotia: 5,900; Annapolis Valley: 2,300). 6 More than one-third of all employment in
agriculture in the province is in the Annapolis Valley. However, these employment estimates are conservative
estimates for the agriculture and agri-food sector. They are based on the agriculture sector data, which does not
include other aspects of agriculture and agri-food, including food manufacturing, wholesale, and retail trade
services.
Statistics Canada. Table 36-10-0402-01 Gross domestic product (GDP) at basic prices, by industry, provinces, and territories (x 1,000,000)
Note that in some cases GDP was not available at the industry group level, in such cases the GDP measures include the industry group(s) that
fall within the agriculture and agri-food sector as well as other industry groups which are not part of this sector. In particular, GDP for food
merchant wholesalers [4131] was approximated using the GDP for the sub-sector group food, beverage and tobacco merchant wholesalers [413],
GDP for farm, lawn and garden machinery and equipment merchant wholesaler [4171] was approximated using the GDP for the sub-sector group
machinery, equipment and supplies merchant wholesalers [417], GDP for group agricultural supplies merchant wholesalers [4183], was
approximated using the GDP for the sub-sector miscellaneous merchant wholesalers [418], GDP for vending machine operators [4542] was
approximated using the GDP for the sub-sector group non-store retailers [454]
6
Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0092-01 Employment by industry, annual, provinces and economic regions, inactive (x 1,000)
4
5
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Employment in Agriculture (NAICS
11) is male-dominated, even more
so in the Province overall (80% male;
20% female) than in the Valley (69%
male; 31% female).7 Overall, in Nova
Scotia, approximately 22% of all
individuals employed are between
15 and 24 years, roughly 44%
between 25 and 54 years old, with
about 36% 55 or older.8 While
detailed demographics by age for
those employed in Agriculture
(NAICS 11) in the Annapolis Valley
are not available, the age profile
would be similar to the provincial
figures, skewed somewhat older
with a small proportion of younger
workers.

Employment Trends in Agriculture*
3000

6%

2500

5%

2000

4%

1500

3%

1000

2%

500

1%

0

0%
2016

2017

AV Employment-Agriculture

2018

2019

2020

AV % Employment-Agriculture

NS % Employment-Agriculture
*Agriculture is a major component of the Agriculture and Agri-food sector.
Source: Table 14-10-0092-01 Employment by industry, annual, provinces and economic
regions, inactive (x 1,000)

METHODOLOGY NOTE
As noted in the sector description of the agriculture and agri-food sector presented earlier in this profile, this sector does
not completely align with a specific NAICS sector. As a result, some data from Statistics Canada and other sources may be
only available at the NAICS sector level, in such instances the data will focus on Agriculture – a major component of the
agriculture and agri-food sector. Where possible data from multiple sources have been combined in analysis to provide a
more complete picture of the agriculture and agri-food sector, including industry groups relevant to the agriculture and
agri-food sector including, but not limited to agriculture specifically.

Based on an analysis conducted by the Canadian Agricultural Human Resource Council (CAHRC) 9, over 6,500 Nova
Scotians were employed in agriculture in 2017, with the most considerable portion working in tree fruit and vine
production and labour shortages projected into the
future as demand for workers increases. Foreign
workers make up a sizeable portion of the agricultural
workforce in Nova Scotia at 29%, second only to
Ontario at 30%.
While expected that this sector will continue to rely on
foreign workers, CAHRC suggests that “Nova Scotia
will need to find ways to grow the domestic labour
pool to address its quicky expanding labour gap, avoid
financial losses, and reach its growth potential.” Given
that over one-third of all agricultural employment is in
the Annapolis Valley, this is a challenge for the region.
Statistics Canada. 2017. Annapolis Valley [Economic region], Nova Scotia and Nova Scotia [Province] (table). Census Profile. 2016 Census. Statistics
Canada Catalogue no. 98-316-X2016001. Ottawa. Released November 29, 2017.
8
Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0023-01 Labour force characteristics by industry, annual (x 1,000)
9
https://cahrc-ccrha.ca/sites/default/files/NS_EN_Reduced%20size.pdf
10
https://cahrc-ccrha.ca/sites/default/files/NS_EN_Reduced%20size.pdf
7
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Agriculture and Agri-food overall
Employers in this sector include a wide variety of businesses in agriculture and food manufacturing, wholesale
and retail trade, and food services. A few employers in key areas of agriculture and agri-food in Annapolis Valley
are in the area of agriculture, aquaculture, farmers markets and food and beverage manufacturing.
In addition to
agriculture and agrifood, there are also
support services to this
sector, such as scientific
and technology support
to the agriculture and
agri-food sector.

Occupations in this sector include agricultural and agri-food occupations in management and supervisory
positions and processing, trades, and labour positions. Due to low employment levels in some occupation groups,
the detailed outlook data for these positions is limited. Prospects for agriculture and agri-food occupations were
fair due to some job opportunities (employment growth, workforce changes due to retirements, and high
employee turnover), some unemployed workers in these areas, and seasonal variation of options in some cases.
Wages in Annapolis Valley were generally on par, or above, wages in the province overall – when regional wages
were available; wages in Canada overall tended to be slightly higher. Select occupations are profiled in the
following page.
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NOC

Profile of Agriculture and Agri-food Occupations in Annapolis Valley
Median Wages ($/hr)
Outlook
Employment in Key SubLimited
#
sectors
Employed
AV
NS
CAN
Fair
(3-digit NAICS code) *
Good

0821 Managers in agriculture

770

**

$20.00

$21.88

94%

111, 112, 1151, 1152

29%

16%
15%
9%
22%
16%
15%
13%
13%
48%
15%
11%
10%
9%
25%
21%
14%
9%

325-326
313-316, 322-323,
327, 331, 333-335,
337, 339
332
311-312
336
54
61
912
51, 71
911
912
54
311-312
81
913-919
325-326
44-45
41
48-49

18%
0911 Manufacturing managers

340

$37.02

$38.46

$41.03

2221 Biological technologists and
technicians

100

**

$21.63

$25.00

2263 Inspectors in public and
environmental health and
occupational health and safety

100

$33.33

$33.33

$36.06

7452 Material handlers

670

$16.00

$16.50

$18.00

8431 General farm workers

550

$15.00

$15.00

$17.00

94%

111, 112, 1151, 1152

80

$13.00

$13.15

$16.00

69%
17%
13%

111, 112, 1151, 1152
44-45
41

10

**

$17.17

$18.30

95%

114

210

$14.00

$14.00

$18.50

66%

311-312

400

**

$16.29

$16.40

74%

311-312

8432 Nursery and greenhouse
workers
8613 Aquaculture and marine
harvest labourers
9461 Process control and machine
operators, food, beverage, and
associated products processing
9617 Labourers in food, beverage,
and associated products
processing

Note: Data for some occupations were not presented due to lack of information (0822 Managers in horticulture; 0823 Mangers in aquaculture; 2222 Agricultur
and fish products inspectors; 8252 Agricultural service contractors, farm supervisors and specialized livestock workers; 8611 Harvesting labourers).
* Sub-sector codes corresponding to highly concentrated industry groups (LQ≥1) are highlighted.
**Undetermined/unavailable.
Source: https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/marketreport
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Trends / Growth
The agriculture and agri-food sector is essential to the economy of Nova Scotia. The province promotes growth
through initiatives such as the Buy Local NS program 10 and Taste of Nova Scotia, a joint marketing initiative
between public and private sectors to promote local culinary experiences.11
While farm cash receipts
Farm Cash Receipts: Nova Scotia
decreased slightly between 2019
and 2020, some individual crops
improved over that period – even
during a pandemic year (see
insert for details). These crops
include:
 Cannabis
 Unprocessed dairy
 Cattle/calves
 Floriculture, nursery, sod
 Blueberries
 Apples.13
Local and clean food movements
continue to provide
opportunities for businesses in
this sector. Local farmers and
businesses in agriculture and
agri-food that boost hormonefree and antibiotic-free organic
products can capitalize on the
local and clean food
movements.12 However,
regulations (or lack thereof) on
various certifications and
terminology such as natural or
organic on product labels can
confuse consumers.13
Farms in the Annapolis Valley are
Source: Adapted from Statistics Canada Data, retrieved from:
on point with the farm to fork
https://novascotia.ca/finance/statistics/archive_news.asp?id=16827&dg=&df=&dto=0&dti=3
movement where farmers sell
directly to consumers through their markets. 14 One of the advantages of direct marketing is that it enables
farmers to tap into niche markets.

https://buylocal.novascotia.ca/
https://tasteofnovascotia.com/about/
12
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/05/26/2236737/0/en/Global-Organic-Food-and-Beverages-Market-Is-Expected-toReach-USD-849-7-billion-by-2028-Fior-Markets.html ; https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/organic/pandemic-ignites-record-sales-oforganic-products/article_0e1c817c-bf03-11eb-af13-a37b512a9fa1.html ; https://theconversation.com/food-labels-too-complicated-for-mostshoppers-to-understand-new-research-121837
13
https://canadianfoodfocus.org/health/what-does-organic-on-a-food-label-mean/ ; https://doi.org/10.1111/1750-3841.15128 ;
https://labbelab.utoronto.ca/projects/nutrition-labelling-and-marketing-in-canada/
14
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/95-640-x/2016001/article/14816-eng.htm
10
11
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Climate change concerns continue to dominate, pushing
businesses to focus on sustainability and waste reduction. 15
There are opportunities for business solutions that take
advantage of inefficiencies and wastage in this market.
Technology and agri-tech will play a role in helping
businesses adapt to become more sustainable and other
business improvements. Precision agriculture relying on data
gathering from drones, satellite imagery, and sensors to help
optimize farm inputs is a key opportunity for local farms to
help with their bottom line and sustainability practices.16

GREEN TRENDS IN AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD

Sustainably raised salmon using a unique landbased saltwater RAS system. In addition to
boasting zero antibotics and growth hormones,
and zero fish escapers, Sustainable Blue also
captures fish waste from their facility, takes it to a
methane digester and converts it to electricity.
Sources: https://www.sustainableblue.com/

The agricultural bounty of the Annapolis Valley lends itself to a variety of food and beverage manufacturing
opportunities. Key products include frozen fruits and vegetables, frozen meals, and fruit and vegetable preserves
such as pickles and jams.17 Additionally, one of the significant trends in the craft beverage sector, including wine,
beer, cider, and other beverages – the Annapolis Valley is an essential player in this field.

Innovation and Investment
Many initiatives and investments in
this sector are positioning it for
growth. The importance of
technology and technological
advancement to enhance
productivity is a key trend in
agriculture and agri-food, including
food and beverage
manufacturing.18

Technology use Among Canadian Farms (2015)

Business development programs
through Nova Scotia’s Department
of Agriculture include ThinkFARM,
a support program to help
individuals start a farm, operate
Source: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/95-640-x/2016001/article/14816-eng.htm
their farm, or bring products to
19
market. Additionally, Perennia
Food and Agriculture Inc. (owned by the province and operated as a not-for-profit corporation) provides various
support in agriculture and agri-business, including food safety, product development and commercialization. 20

https://www.smallfarmcanada.ca/news/2021-trends-and-challenges-in-agriculture/
https://www.nourish.marketing/update-on-canadian-agriculture-trends/
17
https://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3VD.pl?Function=getVD&TVD=1181553&CVD=1181554&CPV=31-33&CST=01012017&CLV=1&MLV=5
15
16

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/95-640-x/2016001/article/14816-eng.htm;
https://www.canadianmanufacturing.com/manufacturing/the-top-technology-trends-for-the-manufacturing-industry-in-2020-243995/
18

19
20

https://novascotia.ca/thinkfarm/
https://www.perennia.ca/
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Investments to assist in the adoption of technology in food manufacturing include:
 the Regional Advanced Manufacturing and Productivity (RAMP) initiative, jointly funded by ACOA and the NS
Department of Labour and Advanced Education, helps improve productivity improvement knowledge,
networking and benchmarking resources, and advanced manufacturing technology best practices and
roadmaps21
 Nova Scotia Business Inc. (NSBI) programs geared towards improving production processes, 22 and
 the Scientific Research and Experimental Development (SR&ED) Program, administered through the Canada
Revenue Agency, Nova Scotia Research and Development Tax Credit, Atlantic Innovation Fund, and
AgriScience Program.23
At the local level, research and development initiatives and investments in the Annapolis Valley include key
investments in agriculture and agri-food, including food and beverage manufacturing:
 Acadia Science Complex: Infrastructure upgrade - valued at almost $25 million (over $10 million federal
contributions), renovations and upgrades to the existing science complex to promote intensified research
and commercialization 24; equipment investment – valued at almost $250,000 ($145,950 provincial funding;
$99,500 federal contribution) for new/improved testing for alcohol beverages.25
 The government of Nova Scotia invested $12 million through the Vineyard and Wineries Investment
Program from 2016 to 2020; and26
 Apple Valley Foods & Nova Agri Inc. received investments of a combined $840,000 from the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency’s (ACOA) Business Development Program for equipment upgrades in
2017.27

Craft Beverage
Craft beverage has exploded in the Annapolis Valley with various breweries and brewpubs, vineyards, cideries,
distilleries and non-alcoholic beverage manufacturers.
There are over 15 wineries in the Annapolis Valley28, representing three-quarters of Nova Scotia’s wineries.29
Wineries can be found throughout the region, down to the Annapolis Royal area, with an exceptionally high
concentration in the Kentville/Wolfville area, the Gaspereau Valley, and the Avon River Valley and peninsula.
The Annapolis Valley's microclimate, glacial soils and proximity to the Atlantic Ocean all merge to create a unique
and expressive terroir important to the region's wine industry. Launched in 2012, Tidal Bay is the first wine
appellation for Nova Scotia. Though the Valley is one of Canada's oldest wine regions with winemaking dating
back to the early 1600s, it's also one of the country's youngest and most exciting emerging wine districts as new
efforts have been made to bring the industry to life during the past few decades.
https://www.emccanada.org/newsroom/RAMP-for-nova-scotia-manufacturers
https://www.novascotiabusiness.com/export/programs-services
23
https://www.novascotiabusiness.com/sites/default/files/Agri-food%202021.pdf
24
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/gmap-gcarte/index-eng.html?pt=ns
25
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210326001
26
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20160505002
27
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/business/investments-aim-to-position-valley-food-processing-companies-for-greaterexport-success-162119/
28
https://www.visitnovascotiawineries.com/annapolis-valley-wineries-east/
29
https://www.novascotia.com/things-to-do/eat-drink
21
22
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Outlook
The agriculture and agri-food sector in the Annapolis
Valley align with trends in this sector, including craft
beverage, buy local, and farm-to-fork movements.
Agriculture is at the heart of the economy in the
Annapolis Valley, with other key sectors, including
manufacturing and tourism, inherently tied to
agriculture.
Key growth subsectors such as food and beverage
showcase the products developed from Annapolis
Valley’s roots in agriculture. Wine from the Annapolis
Valley can compete with wines from elsewhere in Canada
and around the world.
There are opportunities to build on what is going on in
the Valley. Technology will continue to be an important
trend to ensure farms remain competitive and ensure
agriculture operations align with principles of
sustainability. Research and technology to support
innovation in agriculture and agri-businesses will help
strengthen the sector and increase its capacity to
compete.
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Data Sources
Data Tables/Definitions/Classifications
Statistics Canada. Appendix 3: Industries in the agri-food sector. Retrieved May, 2021, from: https://
www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-657-x/2017006/app-ann3-eng.htm
Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0092-01 Employment by industry, annual, provinces and economic regions,
inactive (x 1,000)
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